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Distribution of Mud Diapirs and Active Mud Volcanoes, and Natural
Gas Potential in the Upper Kaoping Slope, Offshore Southwest Taiwan
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volcanoes in upper Kaoping Slope, offshore SW Taiwan
located in an accretionary wedge setting. In order to better
understand the distribution and characters of the mud
diapirs and mud volcanoes, we integrated the MCS data,
multibeam bathymetry, ROV observations, sidescan sonar and
geochemical investigations. We found ten quasi-linear mud
diapirs (oriented NNE-SSW to N-S directions) and thirteen
mud volcanoes. The mud volcanoes are situated on tops of the
mud diapirs implying that the formation of the mud volcanoes
is directly associated with the mud diapirs. The mud volcano
eruptions are very active as shown by ROV observations and
sidescan sonar investigations. The water column above the

mud volcanoes have a high methane concentration indicating
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that the eruptions are accompanied by methane-rich fluid
discharge. This may suggest that the mud diapir and mud

B ECR KL B AR # 64 ik RUBAE volcanoe area has a high natural gas potential.
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e E AR (mud diapir) S RAVE TS - nzJEE%ULf?#@&ué?jig;om?@ﬁtﬂlEﬁ R
Br LEEFEA LEHE - IR E AR (Kopf, 2002) » EIEE ARE L EHERMR
JR YIRS AR Ay L BRYGIR » R BT H Ba i SV ke 3t ( B4/ NERER ) » A ERAR ISR H6 TR
W R AE R G DY T (Milkov, 2000)  JeHE A#E 22 53 ML IS E A iE (accretionary
wedges) & hll: 7§75 R RS IS BR IS - B 204F T 8983 (Mediterranean Ridge) (Limonov et al., 1996;
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Camerlenghi et al., 1995; Robertson et al., 1996; Kopf et al., 2000; Kopf et al., 1998) + 7£ L H %
(Barbados) ¥ IETE S #E 1 (Brown and Westbrook, 1988; Sumner and Westbrook et al., 2001)
Gulf of Cadiz (Leén et al., 2007; Somoza et al., 2003) LUz H ASEE i (Nankai Trough) (Kobayashi
et al., 1992; Morita et al., 2004) 55 o {HAEIRZAEE BT N A AR MR BERR - B2 B
(Black Sea) (Krastel et al., 2003; Limonov et al., 1997) /2 Southeastern Tyrrhenian Sea (Gamberi and
Rovere, 2010) ; G L6 Q2 [RIRFRIRA K 5 R & WS ERIE AR » BIA1FE Western Alboran Sea Y35
(Pérez-Belzuz et al., 1997; Sautkin et al., 2003; Talukder et al., 2003) °
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PREE % 2 7K A SE (Kopf, 2002) (40 1) - JeH AR E MR RE 5T - leE AP
J AT DURR DI g JES 0 o — Ik R R T AR - ARl i g 59 RE R B H - wIREZ R
FiMEREE A L uE - (AR R < Je E ARSI MTRE 2 4R AR (406 2) - JeE Al
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MR EEE = 1Etk] - — g G RAAIEE /T (overpressure) » — 2 RIS (FEHR » PE
J& I 7K 53 SR AN B HE HE T3 %, (Dimitrov, 2002; Milkov, 2000; Talukder et al., 2007) ; & Hl[a/f#
IEERRIE )] » B ENEE Rl e B A 3 B RV E EHH] (Milkov, 2000; Talukder et al., 2007;
Limonov et al., 1996) ; — &g th&H RME GEH BHEER ) » 7 (buoyancy force) #iaa k&

B2 RENBEALRHRIES T TRLRIR - TreLRFEZ KK - REBEMEFIHEK
1 By 3R R 8 A2 5T A A7 2 824K (Pérez-Belzuz et al., 1997) ©
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A: seafloor-piercing shale diapir without a mud volcano.
B: a mud volcano formed on top of a seafloor-piercing shale diapir.
C: a seafloor seepage.

D1, D2: mud volcanoes formed due to the rise of fluidized sediments along
faults. Arrows show the migration paths of fluids.
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Bagnie 5 AR B ERE  — » HEERYIEE T AR JFEE - FEARREE)E
Y EAFEEAR Mg AR - KSR MG RMEA R - BEI7JIUE » KIEFFER
e Ry e B A BRI AHE B2 219K~ (Brown, 1990; Hovland and Curzi, 1989) °
RAILEEEZREEREAR LT —KREREABES ZnkME R (Brown and
Westbrook, 1988; Pérez-Belzuz et al., 1997; Kopf, 2002) * fEJe & A ez & @iE T » SRZIEEL
YT REAEJE B A RS B ISR RIS H I B KL (Milkov, 2000; Kopf, 2002) (4l 3) » Si{EEE
Z U E AR g SRR g ) R - A H BB RR KL B SR SN (aniE 1 R 3) o AR
ALy kI LERE AfS RS MR - HUiis B2 IR E g (source layer) BT g H 5%
BEEEIR L B RIe K LE (4@ 3) « JeXILZINEERE EBISER - ERR K LD TS S H
W MIBEG o2 K LLIET (crater) » JEKILLZ #43E_B 5 FRIBTHE (mudfiow) JRER » BT FEyifE@E s - 76

A, Mud volcano dome
crater {cauldron, pingo)
gryphon crest —

clasts and blocks

B. Cross section
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B4 92 KL 4h A E] & 7 & B (Kopf, 2000) « 98 K.l /& sh i b & 5 2 [ 464K » £ Kl o
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I3 th T REAS /AT RS EE - AR KL IR sl B B NI RS 1 » F§Z s gryphon » FIFEIY
TRBESRIEARIA o KIBE - Ve KL RR T i JHES 2 EEK LS - fEHBE T A e BUR/ NE L
SR e (e 4) o
ALY hFRERE R FIRARKEYRIRE

TBIEYR K LS 2 PEFE R B FRBER, YUY T BT SRR BB K SR i B Y i
(Dimitrov, 2002, 2003) * 8 e K ILZEHAE b RIEEE - HAMRERE - BRI

a Bottom-water temperature 2.6 °C b Bottom-water temperature 8.6 °C
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BS5S BARAAERRRAKSHHAGTEE o £ &R AM(gas chimney) AU » RAKRAK
B T A B R R ARG % (Pecher, 2002) -
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[} 10 15 0 1000 500 a 580 1008

subbottom depth (m)

B6 &R IR KD RARERRRAKESY A% T & E (Poort et al., 2007) ° /2R K & (4
F)BSNE B Z A A (L E) 0 B &SHRAEFBGHS A Bk /E LRI > ABRE S
H KRR RAKAS M £ M (Poort et al., 2007)

e —O=%7A



TR E RS » WK AR RREVIEIR o Ve K LI R & B S el & R b SR o R ok foe
o FEEE BRI T - AEERRIR G H RARRKEWIVEL (Pecher, 2002; Poort et al., 2007) ©

RIGEER = B T v e K LD i@ s 1 B S RARFKEYITEE LR E (Base of
gas hydrate stability zone, BGHS) 13 FH7 8838 » 1E38JE VIR IR BT B S8 EAEH (Anaerobic
Methane Oxidation, AMO) E{HFER R TR + MIEIe K ILIFTEZE LAY TR E - ERR AMO
TERIATREREFIAY & » RIEL U5 KRB GE RS HRIK - AELRIREE P R AR R &) (AE
5 J% 6) (Poort et al., 2007) °

— - EEAMBEREARERANLMTEZER

PR R R R ESE 0.7 to 4.5 mm/yr (Lin et al., 2014) » 5 H A REEHZ A5ESR 3~6
mm/yr (Dadson et al., 2003) » KEHIPREYIN SRR K E S » fEkE EicERNEEE ; s
T I Ry 32 BIBRRE B ) PE s A SERR BRI 2 IR A e & 5 W H A FF 2 e S e ki
3R - B ARREFBERIESL (Hsu et al., 2013b; Chen et al., 2010; Chen et al., 2013) © 53262 7 Hi i
SRR SR E AR B =8 - AFIREE ARNEE - 2E2ETREE AtERtE
YR,

e E A BRI R TR AT i A FIERE 2 Sk e RIS PR B3 B 50 » 1R 1993 4%
P g KA ia Ve B A BSR40 4A (Sun and Liu, 1993) » &8 WHFEEEE e 8 A SN
O3 AT (TRREGEE - 1993 5 EEA 0 1995 5 Liu et al., 1997 5 FEEA > 2006 5 5% > 2006 5 Lin et
al., 2009; Chen et al., 2010; fJ{£3F » 2010; Hsu et al., 2013a ) » #55-MF5eis HiER e B ARS8 F
FEAR ] RIS P e b 251 M S B EEEEE (Hseih, 1970; Sun and Liu, 1993; S &R » 1995;
Liu et al., 1997; #2400 » 2006 5 BREAE » 2011 » 2013) © [MiHFEREEE (Gas seep) i KILIHY
W52 AHIAE 2006 SEBHLE (EI5E » 2006 5 Chiu et al., 2006; Chen et al., 2010; Hsu et al., 2013b ) »
TEZE e s 2 iR N 2% 2 J8 K1 L1 (Shih, 1967; Yang et al., 2004; Sun et al., 2010) »
SrifFgeRs Rt e BYe KLz # B nTREFEERE K L LA 1 EAHR] (25538 » 2003; Yang et al.,
2004; Sun et al., 2010) °

R LA 60 e KILIZARTE 17 BEYe KL (Shih, 1967) @ IS A R 2 BHE - H
AIEEE PR e BV KIS mEEI LB - OB - S =iiEsheiR - DUE iR
P - 13 RIE KL (E&EE - 1988) » Hrp 7 i VI I SR K L2 T 7B
IANERERY - HA 2010 4E 4 H 14 HEEMER » 430l 20122 H9H ~3 H24 H ~ 201347 H
20 H 22014 43 A 7 H RS - BURIE KRS EE S E 0TS o BT KL 2
R A E]R 1960 FEACRIAE i HE A TR A BRED  1EYR K ILRY SRR LB o AT s SR - B
T R R B R A TR IR & AR IR, (Sun et al., 2010) » BR T AEGRYIEN I & fiE LIk i By il 11
BT YRR AR KL BRAS RTRESR H ERER G A1+ SRII L ARVE K LI G fELR YIRS - [KIELRFSEHE
WIFE_EJe KLz Fifs rTRESR H s - nIRERE vk yifs (25T » 2003; Yang et al., 2004) @ 14
ARESK F SRR © YR nREAENE (RS 0 2011) -

RS ERHEEFT B A E A S - BREIR - 8 B SRR Qe AR &
Ve K Iz S AR BRI T AHE A TR o ARy o st B B A Pt Bl 2 KRR SRR S YA T
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AT T T 6 FAREAE LA m R TR EHIE SR Y g R EIE R - g%
HIR7KEE (multibeam bathymetry) ~ Z4H3E 55 B2 HI (multichannel seismic reflection, MCS) ~ f=ifi#
BT IS HEAZE AN (JECEE S B IR A A ) ~ AN (EKS00 Sz EK60) ~ ¥ PR HEAH B Mt A g $e a
H (Remotely Operated Vehicle, ROV) BIHISFE R} - FRILAMTE RS I LIE—2 T8 LIS bRt
ZIEE ARG Be K I LS B s o o A B I - W — R H R RE -

= REABES B REE
e B ARGHIHERS £ EZUE 1R WIS H 2 B W A BLRA % (acoustically amorphous) &I E AfE 2
AR HIRE » AIRAE e E A SRl - — i 2B IEFENRSE - BRZREAR Lt
C RV E S M2 SRR - I H A28 EE RS (Onlap structure) (Sun and Liu, 1993;
Liuetal., 1997)

BB RHE = 5 BRI A T 2 e e L Rk i & 2L HI R Y 10 JR Je A 8 MD1~MD10
(& 7) BB ARAKZICILR - Mmra R - ALERS R - KEAHYT - BEARE X
#10.3~55 NHEE - AR 1.6~83 N H -

JEE ABEMD1 K MD2 : MD1 7E b ## 22°02' 22 22°18' 315 & = FR Ik 25 SR ZE fif - 4 7E L AR
22°18' B BRIty » DAL R v BRI 25 e A sRARAE i ([8] 7) » BN - AP Al R E e
LRV R - MD1 B9 E A BE RS 3 T i A8 A = 5 T RS 2 ([ 8 2 9) - MD2 EE W E S
Jr g 25 B AH AF B AL AEfe ([ 7) - A EE IS T MCS2-1616-1b A & HE MD2 52 1E 5 R I 2 2 B
52 (8 9) - mAa R RERERE ARSHUESRE ARBEES - Bna ks 2 SRR 3
PR Z PR E A BER B AMEH (Chiang and Yu, 2006; Yu et al., 2009) = /NREREA A TEE A
MD2 &R B H S < Ve B A FeHE 3 (Chi, 1981; Sun and Liu, 1993; Lacombe et al., 2004) °
EFTEREATERAKWIETE « INRRE LHEFEWRA 2R E AfS R LI g - fGEM
LA EFAE R EM_ BT (late Pliocene)(Chi, 1981) » /INIRER - BEHIHETH FTRERAE I - BERTIHEHY
KM $EERJE JJHFHA (Lacombe et al., 2004) °

JEEB AREMD3 : MD3 MR B H E Ve H AfR KA - MD3-1 & MD3-2 21 MD3 # &
HR I 20 2 e B A S (B8 7 > 10 Bz 11) = £F MCS-793-2 &1 Z J8 K 1L MV6 iR » MD3-1 Z i fi¢
MD3 2Bt (8 11) » FEERILAEHE] MCS-793-1 HIHIF » MD3-1 B Hae & A - A H
THEAA TR KL MV JEEK » ififE MD3 Z THERHIFE Ve K IL MV4 2R (18 11) « 75 MD3 1B » B
JEFRIEIE 2 B ARG 72 SB1 K SB2 # 5 ([E 7) - e E A#S MD3 433 MD3-1 » MD3-2 2 JH
B3 8 FEYR KL (MV3~MV10) ZBTEZEL (& 7 K 10) » £ MD3 2 bt g 1 f kR E GS1
([E 10) » HHR MD3 NERZ Ui AEiG BN AH S RS - S AME R I vf RAE R E A RS R fE st
J& e e ARG AT BRI (R DY) (1 12) - 3 T e E AR MD3 {2 E TS
W FEFF AT -

FEAREMD4 * JeE AfE MD4 2 HATZE B i/ NTeE AR - FIHEER 300 AR » &’
JEHKI150 AR - HZ B A Je & A% MD3 F1MD5 [ & #1572 #1 SB2 9 K /5 ([ 12) » 7
J& FHUBIE  BURERIIEE ZUEE AR - MD4 BB/ - [EAIE RIS - (RENHE
MGL-0908-0 { [ES /i #5524 (BSR) 175 2% ] WL (& 12) » i H7E BSR i iE g & 5 5T (High
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(Chenetal , 2000)
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(Chen eval., 2000)
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A R ERECHERRA (E 8) - #URIEE ARRIREIEISHHRT I -

BB ABEMDE-MD10 : YR E AH#E MD6 fi2 /A MDS Fl MDS( 15 2153 ) < [ » JeKILIMV13
2 HAE MD6 Z B (18 7) - MD7 5z MD9 {7 A5 B 4+ I SE i R I (81 7) » SERA BRI E AR
R TEE AR E - JeE ARE MD8 R 3% - EHIFEIE P - JeE ARC L ER
PR+ 36 Bl st g 2EERHR (B 8 » 9 % 12) » BRIITERAER T - JEE ARE MD10 A7 A
Bty P - Ryt el s Pa - (EE W v R MD10 |7 3@ g 2 /KR (18 9) » BERUTiA

EHRTFEMRTR I IHRER » & 10 BIeE AfRIMHIAEZEHTEIK - Kild e H AR
FESR R TR JIEY) 0 BT MD10 24 - Hik o FEVeE ARSI L& g & L EfH)E
RHEZITHE TS EER - B0 a0 55 (STR) KALTFIEH (MDS) FHEAAHZEI (YT
BAEWIR L 1/ NRER (Xiaoliuchiu islet) 7 {EJEE AfE MD2 » LA HE TR B S i 5 Ry e
(Sun and Liu, 1993; Liu et al., 1997; Lacombe et al., 2004) ( [& 7) * ¥iri86)e B ARSI ETEE -
Hr o P2 E TR E A SRS E IR 300~800 AR E - EHATERRWEE AfEESE T ZE
ISR -
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2010 L=

LRSS

I ~ NS o R A

FHENTZEE A FER 13 BEJE k1L (MV1~MV13) (& 7 52 10) » 8K

LI K 65~345 m » JEER E &K 680~4,100 m » B KHJE 5.3°~13.6° (B 10A~T 3 £ 1; BRIA
HE 0 2012) » JeKIEFR e E AR BT - BUREHAIRYE E AR R B R B Ye kL
TRk HE N 2 Ve B AR S - 5 L g 20RO IR R KL - &8 K Lz A iian el

10A~] * 2T MV6 BWER K MVI13 I 2R EHETE » HifTe k1

R EISEAR -

k1 ZEEHERERLERTH ZAD 4L
. JEE A THER/KEE .
bEY . e P NN ROV #iH]
BRI e 0y s @) | (m) =
iy . MEZETEERY 2 m -
wvi | N2 94939 w65 o | EIER - FEEERT 95 m IEEHSE ;J 3N5§2§ ug ”
E:120° 232667 HEEAEHY 1,250 m » k. -
. ° ' JH] _'i'_‘ ;\\ s
Mva | 22 0 9.5433 15 19° {%‘%ﬁi m%:ﬁ(SS m: RKE|
E: 120° 22.3467' 71,200 m » ELREERY 600 m e
122° . ' B SHER 14 ¥
Myz | N2 95433 465 ¢ ﬁﬁ#&(mﬁf’} Sm S|
E: 120° 20.2867' FERS 859 2,000 m ©
N: 22° 8.6017' EIFEAR - E Y 140 m [EEH
465 10° p -
Mv4 E: 120° 19.4' HEREE AR 1,900 m -
e | BT E A3 m
wys | N2 8247 430 o |EISEAR » ESREA 175 m e f:J SNES%% ué?@%
E: 1200 18.6 T | BERELSHT 2,200 m © T T
L 99e ' > R ,
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